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THE ISRAELI
CONNECTION
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DECORATIVE

ISRAEL| ART
AT SOFA

AIDA, which aims at introducing Israeli artists to an
international audience, has just chosen the nine
Israeli artists who will represent Israel at the SOFA

international art exhibition in Chicago
WRITTEN BY YAEL EFRATI

The new Andy Prize, awarded by the Eretz

Israel Museum in Tel Aviv, is a big step in

y supporting  artists  who  combine
craftsmanship and art, and towards raising awareness
in the field of decorative arts. The NIS 50,000 prize
will be awarded once a year to an Israeli artist in one
of the following areas: ceramics, metalwork, textile or
glasswork. The cash prize — the first of which will be
granted in January 2006 — will be accompanied bya
catalogue, a comprehensive one-month long
exhibition at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem and the
purchase by the museum of one of the artist’s works.
Andrea and Charles Bronfman created the prize in
the aim of encouraging Israeli decorative arts and to
expose contemporary decorative artists to Israeli
and international audiences. The two often visit
Israel, follow up on local artists and support them
as part of their philanthropical efforts in education,
environment, Israeli-Palestinian dialogue and more.
Every year, AIDA (Association of Israel’s
Decorative Arts), sends talented Israeli artists to
international fairs in the US, Europe, and namely,
SOFA in Chicago and COLLECT in London. The idea
for the project emerged following the start of the
Intifada, which deterred gallery owners, collectors
and fair organizers to come to Israel. “I saw an
opportunity to turn things around by sending Israeli
artists abroad and exposing them to the
international scene,” explains Andrea Bronfman.
Thanks to their participation in these fairs, some of

the artists have acquired permanent representation
by galleries and individual exhibitions of their
works. Yehudit Katz, who specializes in weaving
with copper threads, presented her works at SOFA
and is now represented by a gallery in St. Louis
which also runs a gallery in New York. Until now,
28 artists, including Samuel Barkai, Ayalia Tzarfati,
Michal Zehavi, and Dafna Kaffeman have
participated in AIDA.

NINE FOR ONE This year nine artists have been
chosen to represent Israel at SOFA, which will be
held in the end of October: Alon Meron, Michal
Alon and Einat Cohen (ceramics); Sergei Bunkov
and Shirly Bar Amotz (glasswork); Butina Abu
Milhem and Gali Cnaani-Sherman (textile design);
and Noa Meiraz and Rory Hooper (metalwork).

Abu Milhem, who lives in the Arab village of
Arara, was chosen to exhibit at SOFA following an
exhibition of her paintings, drawings and textile
designs in Umm el-Fachem. When asked why she
thinks she was chosen, she answers “I think there is
something different in my works, which emerges
directly from the culture and the environment in
which I live.”

Michal Alon, a graduate of the Industrial Design
Department at the Bezalel Academy, is a veteran
artist and the daughter of Chana Tzuntz, one of the
three ceramic artists who worked in Israel in the
1940s. Her abstract works are inspired by natural
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landscapes and textures. She has already participated Spsimadh
in a number of group exhibitions and has exhibited
on her own in Tel Aviv and Ramat Gan, and recently
alse in Belgium and Holland.

Noa Meiraz, a graduate of the Industrial Design
Department at the Technion Institute and of the
Jewelry and Metal Smith Department at Bezalel, was
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o o DN Fo 3T NS chose.n for the way her pieces explorg human
e s R A e emotions and moods through objects. In
- ) “Yearning” for example, she presents ten keys hun 1. Gali Cnaani-Sherman
MAKHPELAH , § KL SRILpic, K1 Jrtsenk e 2. Shirli Bar Amotz
in sequence: "you can easily identify a car key, a 3. Rori Hooper
BLEND OF CABERNET SAUVIGNON : e
MERLOT AND SYRAH house key, the key to a safe... keys are our DNA, they
AGED 20 MONTHS IN FRENCH OAK BARRELS create souvenirs and feelings.”

Alon Meron, a Bezalel graduate, will exhibit
bowls that he creates and designs out of porcelain
and rubber, based on “ready made” porcelain
dishes, from which he takes parts away that he fills
with rubber. “Apparently, there’s something in my
work that manages to capture the crafty side of
craftsmanship while at the same time making use of
industrial materials in a way that creates unexpected
combinations,” he explains. Meron tries to explore
traditional ceramics and its connotations of earth
and nature as well the use of less traditional
materials like plastic and metal.




