Established 1902

March 23, 2007

WALTHAM — Brandeis Universi-
ty will be the first stop on a nation-
wide peace towr featuring Israeli
and Palestinian actwork. The exhi-
bition, “Offering Reconciliation,”
will showcase 135 ceramic bowls
used by the artists (0 ¢xpress their
interpretation of the intrinsic val-
ues of reconciliation: coexistence,
pain, loss; fracture and fusion.

“Offering Reconciliation” was
commissioned by the Pacents Cir-
cle-Families Forum, a grassroots or-
ganization of bereaved Iseaelis and
Palestinians that promotes recon-
ciliation. Along with the Parents
Circle, the U.S. exhibitions will
be co-presented by the Associa-
tion of Israel's Decorative Arts
(AIDA), a nonprofit dedicared
t0 exposing contemporary deco-
rative: artists from Israel to an in-
ternational andience.

The artists represented include
Israeli sculptor Menashe Kadish-
man, Israeli abstract sculptor and
environmentsl artist Dani Kacavan,
Isra¢li-born  photographer/videog-
) rapher \fMlchal Rovner, Palestinian

w1fe )f Ismch ane Minister Ehud
Uirgert.

:Miga Olmert,

Palestinian artist Osama Zatar
sculpted a barbed wire olive tree
that grows out of a painted rural
landscape. The legs of his bowl are
adorned with symbols of Christian-
ity, Judaiso and Islam.

The artists' howls will eventually
be auctioned to benefit the ongo-
ing educational activities of the Par-
ents Circle-Families Forum, which
has an Isracli office in Ramat Ef*at

and a
Palestinian

office in A-Ram, Last year, the group -

organized more than 1,000 dia-
logue meetings with Ismaeli and
Palestinian high school children
and youth movement members, as
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well as students and groups from
abroad. The Forum also hosts rec-
onciliaton meetings for Isracki and
Palestinian adults and study days
with people who shape public
opinion, including high-ranking
army officers sind influentiat people
in the financial world.
_ ‘The exhibit is currently on dis-
play for the Brandeis community
and the general public in the Rapa-
porte Treasure Hall of Goldfarb Li-
braty from through April 1.
The Parents Circle is also
coordinating talks with
- Parents Circle mem-
" bers Ali Abu Awrwad,
‘whose brother was
shot and killed by an
" Iseaeli soldier at a
'+ checkpoint at the en-
trance to their village,
and Robi Damelin, whose
son David was killed by a
Palestinian sniper while he was
guarding a checkpoint near a settle-
ment during his army reserve serv-
ice. Both will speak at Brandeis
about their experiences.

For more information, wvisit
www.brandeis.edu/events/reconcil-
jaton.



